
The Church in the Heart of Town, with the Town at Heart. 

The Vine 
December 2017 

The end of the year is coming. 
Some of you will be out of town in 
the last days of the year. Others 
won’t know about your total giving 
ability until you know the size of 

your bonus or other financial results. Church members 
face these year-end issues every year, and our church 
is  happy to work with you to achieve your giving goals.  
Here are options and timelines available to you. You 
may always contact the church office, 658-5114 or       
office@bolivarfirstumc.org, to arrange your giving at this 
busy time of the year.   
 Bring your gift to the church office 8a.m.-3p.m. by       
 December 21st.   
 Give at one of these remaining worship services: 
 any Sunday morning Worship at 9:30 a.m.,  
 Christmas Eve Evening Service at 4:00 on    
 December 24th.  
 Mail your check to 218 W. Market St., Bolivar, TN       
 postmarked by December 30th. 
If you have not done so, you still have time to turn 
in your 2018 commitments in any of the above 
ways.   

Advent Procession 

December 3, 2017 

at 5:30 p.m. 
 

The service will begin at St. James Episcopal 
Church then proceed to FUMC midway through 
our service of worship.     This year there will be 
a joint Advent choir along with our children 
singing as part of this service.  You will not want 
to miss this event. 
Following worship, we hope you’ll join us for a 
Chili Supper in the Young Life Center.  The 
Youth will provide the supper and they are     
asking for do-
nations to help 
f u n d  t h e i r             
upcoming trips 
and projects for 
2018.     
Please come 
and fill your 
belly and your 
spirit. 
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2-Meryl Rice 
3– Joanne Johnson 
4-Bob Vickers 
   Sarah Rice 
5-Grace White 
6-Jeff Baker 
7-Anne Ingle 
   Carol McKinnon 
   Paul Hickey 
10-Terry Ingle 
12-Roy Watson 
16-Kelsey Ross 
19-Judy McKeen 
20-Carolyn Crowder 
23– LeAnne Shelton 
25-Jesus Christ 
28– Henry Wilhite 
31-Josh Howell 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
14-Steve & Amy Robinson 
15-Steve & Kim Luthe 
21-Chris & Ann Zaller 
24–Raymond & Sarah Rice 
29- Bob & Bonnie Vickers 
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From the Pastor’s Heart 
	
� Advent is upon us. It is a time for watching, waiting, and   
believing that the light of God will shine anew upon our world, and 
our own heart. Advent is the beginning of the new year for the peo-
ple of God. It is a fresh start. One liturgical year ends in November, 
and we start the rituals of our sacred life together over again. One 
season connects into the next as the patterns of prayer and scrip-
ture invite us deeper into this journey of faith. The changing sea-
sons remind us that life is shifting, what was is shifting into what will 
be. Some things pass, new things are brought to life. The journey 
continues.  

 

 There is a tendency to rush through these weeks, to fill them 
up, to over-plan our selves, to over buy and to over-eat. There is a 
temptation to do more, to go faster… but God’s call during this  
season is to slow down, to wonder, to dream, to hope. 

 

 It is a season of preparation. It is a holy time to examine our 
heart, our soul, and our life and to determine if we are really ready 
to receive the Christ child in this time. This has a whole lot to do 
with our attitude, our sense of hospitality, and the interior of our 
heart. It has very little to do with lights, decorations and bright     
colors. Not to say that decorations aren’t fun. They have their 
place. I enjoy seeing the parsonage with all the decorations up – 
many of which will be moved around again and again by the tod-
dlers that live there. But I, like all of Christ’s followers, are tasked 
with the spiritual work of preparing my soul for Christ’s return. 

 

 Take some time to check on your own heart and soul while 
preparations are being made for your home. Check and see if there 
is anything that needs to be cleared out, or packed up in your own 
heart to prepare the way for Jesus. Are there spiritual areas in your 
life that need some attention? Are there things that you need to let 
go of so that Christ can have sufficient room in your heart this Ad-
vent & Christmas season?  

 

 Advent blessings to you, and to your family as we journey     
together through this special season. It is a holy time - a time of       
miracles, and a time of healing and hope. May you prepare the way 
in your own heart and home – and may you find yourself embraced 
by the love of God, the hope of Jesus Christ, and the delightful    
surprises of the Holy Spirit in this season! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Dr. Angela Harris 
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Memorials have been given to Food for Friends in: 
†Memory of Carnell Breeden 
 By Frank & Christy Wilhite 
†Memory of Randall Shields 
 By Frank & Christy Wilhite 
†Memory of Joe Shackelford 
 By Mary Frances Eastham 

Friday, December 8th join us 
in traveling to Jackson First UMC 
to enjoy lunch and a musical    
program.  “Music of Jubilate” un-
der the direction of Margaret        
Harrison. The program begins at 
11:00 and Lunch is at 12:00. Cost 
is $7 per person. 

Reservations must be made no  later than December 
3rd.  Make your reservations by bringing $7 to the 
church office. 

Angels are available now for Christ-
mas.  Pick one up and bring the 
wrapped gift back by December 
10th.  Place the gifts in the Margie 
Young Life Center and make sure 
the name and grade of the child is 
on each package brought back. 

During this season of giving, you can help families in our    
community by giving to the Salvation Army.  100% of         
donations collected in Hardeman County will go to 
benefit families in Hardeman County throughout the 
year.  So give generously when you see the bell ringers and 

buckets at Wal-Mart or Maxwell’s.  You 
can also mail checks to the Salvation Army 
at 125 Allen Ave., Jackson, TN 38301.  Be 
sure to mark Hardeman County in 
the memo section to help your gift im-
pact our community. 

 

 



 

Hands & Feet 
 TN RIVER DISTRICT YOUTH 
GATHERING is finally happening!  After 
a few years of tagging on with Metro Dis-
trict youth events and a full year of 
dreaming, planning, and visioning, the UM 

youth from the TN River District will gather on Saturday, Dec. 
2nd at Jackson First UMC for worship, mission, and dodgeball.  
Plan to depart from church at 1:00 pm and return at 5:30 pm.  As 
our mission for this gathering, we’ll be collecting socks for the 
Clothes Closet and Hope House.  So bring socks to donate before 
or by the day of the event.  

 Wednesday Night Youth Bible Study Small Groups. The 
youth will continue to meet for several weeks, including Dec. 6 
and Dec. 13.  Every Wednesday, dinner is served from 5:00-
5:45 pm, small groups begin at 6:00 pm, and pick up is at 
7:00 pm.   

 May all your troubles soon be gone; Oh, Christmas lights, keep shining 
on! For our Christmas celebration as a youth group this year, we 
are headed to Shadrack’s Christmas Wonderland, a drive-
thru light show.  We’ll grab dinner together before we experi-
ence the wonder of music and lights.  Meet at the church on 
Sunday, December 17th at 4:00 pm, and bring $20.  Come 
with your besties and load up in the cheesewagon as we cele-
brate the season together! 

 Deposits are due for next summer’s mission trips soon!  
The Sr. High Mission Trip to Mountain T.O.P. is June 17th-23rd.  The 
first deposit of $50 is due by Dec. 10, and a second deposit of 
$50 is due by March 1. The Jr. High Mission Immersion is tentative-
ly planned for May 29th-31st.  A deposit of $25 is due by March 1st.  
All deposits are nonrefundable. Any adult volunteers interested in 
chaperoning these mission experiences, please contact Rev. 
Amanda.  We will need a team of 4 chaperones for the senior 
high trip and 2-3 chaperones for the junior high immersion. 

 

 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  
Advent and the Christmas season are 
upon us, and we have several ways for 
your family to experience the joy of 
Christmas together.  On Sunday, Dec. 3, the congregations of 
FUMC, St. Mary’s, and St. James will gather for our annual Advent 
Processional Worship service.  Join us in celebrating the begin-
ning of Advent in worship with sermon, Scripture, and song (one 
song in which our children’s choir will sing!).  After worship, come fill 
your belly at the Chili Supper Fundraiser for Youth Mission work.  
During the dinner, your family can make an Advent wreath together 
at the Advent Family Workshop to take home and use for family 
devotions leading up to Christmas.  Want more holiday fun?  Join 1st 
Kids as we watch the Bolivar Christmas Parade from the front 
steps of the church sanctuary on Monday, Dec. 4 at 5:45 pm.  We 
are going to take a break from entering a float and walking in the pa-
rade this year so we can enjoy watching the sights and sounds to-
gether with some hot cocoa, cookies, and candy.  Hope to see you 
there! 

United Methodist Men  
will meet on  

Monday, December 11th 
at 6:30 

All men are welcomed to  
bring a dish and join us!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food for Friends 

The Food for Friends ministry is  a 
pick-up meal ministry.  Those      
receiving meals can pick them up 
from 9:30-10:15 on the Saturdays 
they prepare meals.   
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December 11th at  
6:30 p.m. 

The United Methodist Women are    
having their annual Christmas Potluck.  
All women are invited!  We will enjoy a    
festive potluck with holiday appetizers 
and desserts.  Following the meal, the   
ladies of the UMW will have their annual 
Christmas party.  Please also bring a 
wrapped $10-$15 gift for our gift         
exchange. 
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Just a Friendly Reminder: 
Everyone should have received sched-
ules for areas of service in 2018 you 
asked to be a part of.  If you have not 
received a schedule, you are not on 
the schedule so please contact the 
church office.  Please mark service 
dates on your calendar for the year. 
Those who are scheduled for service 
the following week will be printed in 
the bulletin and in the newsletter.   

Schedule for Service 
 
December 3 
Communion Steward: Linda Johnson 
Communion Servers: Andy & Abby Shelton 
Ushers: George Mitchell, Gerald Shelton,  
  Bobby Myers, George Brint 
Liturgist: Duke Bledsoe 
Acolyte: Sh’keria Simpson and Mollie Nuckolls  
Greeters: Steve & Amy Robinson 
Prayer Chapel: Barrett Stevens 
Nursery: Rachel Howell and Leah Nuckolls 
Security Watch: Chris Bell and Mike Hubbard 
Bank Counter: Bonnie Vickers 
 
December 10 
Ushers: Steve Luthe, Mike Hubbard,  
  Jackie Hickey, Dave Burrell 
Liturgist: Barbara Mayfield 
Greeters: Leah & Macie Nuckolls 
Prayer Chapel: Jerry Wilhite 
Nursery: Leslie Hall and Ashley Jackson 
Security Watch: Mandy Baker and Mark Gooch 
Bank Counter: Patsy Myers  
 
December 17 
Ushers: Chris Bell, Ryan Lax,  
  Jim Nuckolls, Steve Robinson 
Liturgist: Marge Bennett 
Greeters: Dave & Michelle Burrell 
Prayer Chapel: Gerald Shelton 
Nursery: Linda Johnson and Emma Cody 
Security Watch: B.L. and Marge Bennett 
Bank Counter: Bonnie Johnson  
 
December 24 
Ushers: Wesley Jackson, Mark Gooch,  
  Paul Hickey, Clay Mitchell 
Liturgist: Mallory Bell 
Greeters: Steve Luthe and Harold Wilhite 
Prayer Chapel: Marne Whitenton 
Nursery: Beth Fortune and Sandy Hammons 
Security Watch: Ryan & Kasey Lax 
 
December 31 
Ushers: Weston Wilhite, Mark Ross,  
  Sam Baker, Noah Cody 
Liturgist: Noah Cody 
Greeters: Paul & Jackie Hickey 
Prayer Chapel: Harold Wilhite 
Nursery: Leah Nuckolls and Brianna Gooch 
Security Watch: Nubbin & Becky Ross 
Bank Counter: Derald Smith  



Information for the January issue of 
“The Vine” needs to be turned into 

the church office no later than:    
December 18th 

 

 

 

Keeping Us Connected 
 

Bolivar First Methodist Church 
218 W. Market St. 

Bolivar, TN  38008 
Website:  www.bolivarfirstumc.org 

Email:  office@bolivarfirstumc.org 

Phone:  731-658-5114  

Fax:  731-658-9112  

Worship  
Sunday Morning Worship: 9:30-10:30 

Sunday School: 10:45-11:45 
Office hours:  

Mon-Thurs 8:00am-3:00pm 
(closed for lunch) 

 

STAFF: 
Pastor: Dr. Angela Harris                                 

 609-5445                          pastor@bolivarfirstumc.org 
 

Associate Pastor of Family Life Ministries: 
 Rev. Amanda Hartmann Westmoreland 

901-483-3592              youth@bolivarfirstumc.org 
 

Director of Music: Richard McAnulty 

Office Administrator: Dawn Cody 

Facilities Manager: Paul Hickey 

Pianist: Christy Wilhite 

 

 

Lay Leadership: 

Lay Leader: LeAnne Shelton 

Staff-Parish Relations  Chair: Jeff Baker 

Finance Chair: Gem Mitchell 

Treasurer: Joe Cole 

Trustees Chair: Bob Vickers 

Administrative Council Chair: Chris Zaller 
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Here’s what’s going on this month: 

2nd-1:00 TN River District Youth Gathering 

3rd-5:30 Advent Procession 

4th-5:45 Christmas Parade 

6th-5:00 Youth 

11th-6:30 United Methodist Men 
            6:30 UMW Christmas Party 

13th-5:00 Youth 

17th-4:00 Youth trip to Shadrack’s Christmas Wonderland 

19th-7:00a.m. Prayer Breakfast 

24th-4:00 Christmas Eve Evening Service 

Regular weekly meetings & events 

 

Sunday 9:30am Sunday Morning Worship 
  10:45 am Sunday School 
  6:00 Worship Broadcast on Channel 2 
 

Monday 8:00 AA Meeting 
 

Tuesday 8:00 AA Study 
 

Wednesday  5:00 Choir Practice 
 

Thursday 6:00 Boy Scouts 
     

Friday  8:00 AA Meeting 
 

Saturday 9:30a.m. Food for Friends (except for first Saturday) 
 

The church offices will be closed December 22-January 2  
in the observation of the Christmas holiday. 


