
The Church in the Heart of Town, with the Town at Heart. 

The Vine 
November 2017 

Methodist Men’s  

Annual Stew 

November 11th 
 

Come buy a gallon 
of stew for $25 

All proceeds  

benefit our  

United Methodist Men  
 

UMW Bake Sale 

November 11th  

10:00a.m.-12:00noon 
 
Come by and pick up some delicious baked goods to 
go along with that famous Methodist Men’s stew!! 

Sunday, November 5th 
 

On this Sunday we remember 
those of our church membership 
who have gone to be with the 
Lord over the last year.   
 
Those being remembered this year include: 
 

Roberta Bryant, Rosemary Denton 
 

All Saints Day Meal 
 

November 1st at 5:00, everyone is invited 
to enjoy an all church meal in the Life 
Center prior to our Wednesday evening 
Bible Study.  All donations during this 
meal will benefit the 1st Kids Ministry 
Events. Make your plans to join us. 
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1-Patsy Myers 
2-Shepherd Harris 
   Libera Sammons 
3-Kasey Lax 
6– Mary Frances Eastham 
9-Sally Beth Watson 
10-Alyssa Jackson 
12-Marvin White 
13–Will Wilhite 
      Wesley Jackson 
16-Allyson Raines 
     Barbara Nuckolls 
17- Bobbie McBride 
18– Emma Robinson 
19- Billy Hammons 
24– Glynda Mitchell 
       Nelda Vaughn 
25– Sam Baker 
27-Angie Farris 
     Ethan Vickers 
28– Anna Laura Bledsoe 
       Jason Gentry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1– Bobby & Patsy Myers 
2- Duke & Anna Laura Bledsoe 
    Mark & Michelle Gooch 
7– Joe & Wanda Cole 
     Louis & Rachel Howell 
12-Paul & Jackie Hickey 
14– Joe & Sue Martin 
17– Harold & Paula Wilhite 
26- Keith & Lisa Raines 
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From the Pastor’s Heart 
 
 November is a time when our hearts are geared in a more 
direct way towards gratitude. It is in the forefront of our thoughts 
and prayers in a way that it should be always, but is perhaps more 
clearly in this season.  
 
 I am grateful for my two sweet sons and for the smiles they 
greet me with each morning despite my morning grumpiness and 
bed-head. I am grateful for two faithful dogs whose tails wag every 
time the garage door opens, despite the fact that I play with them a 
lot less now that I chase toddlers. I am grateful for my husband who 
loves me with all that he is, and who stands with me in life, love and 
ministry.  
 
 I am grateful for the calling of ministry - which allows me to 
have holy conversations with brothers and sisters in Christ, for the 
opportunity to serve you communion, to preach, teach, minister 
and to pray with you, and for you. I am grateful to serve this church 
as pastor, and for the way you have invited me into your heart, life 
and journey of faith. 
 
 What are you most grateful for in this season? How long has 
it been since you named your blessings out loud?  
 
 It is good for the soul to name the abundance of goodness 
that God has poured out over each of our lives. Life gets busy. It’s 
too easy to get caught up in the routine and schedule of our day-to-
day, and week to week life and forget to say words that can seem 
small – but can be so important. Words like – I appreciate you. I 
love you. You mean the world to me.  
 
 God is a good, and faithful God. God promises that we will 
not be alone, even to the end of the age. God has a plan for our life 
that was crafted before we were even born. A pathway was pre-
sented in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus that gives us 
meaning for our life today, hope for all of our tomorrows, and for 
all of the saints who have gone before us.  
 
  May we honor the one who has given us each of our bless-
ings. May we cultivate gratitude in our own heart and life. And may 
we take the space to name that which we are most grateful for in 
this season.  
 
Grace & peace, 
 
Dr. Angela Harris 
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Memorials have been given to  
 the Memorial Fund in: 
†Memory of Bobby Stevens 
 By Gerald Shelton and family 
†Memory of Rosemary Denton 
 By Gerald Shelton and family 
 
Memorials have been given  
 to Food for Friends in: 
†Memory of Mike Mitchell 
 By Mary Frances Eastham 
†Memory of Emma Inez Hill 
 By Keith & Lisa Raines  
  

Got lots of Halloween can-
dy leftover?  Kids haul in 
more candy than you or 

their dentist want them to 
eat?  Bring that candy here 

to church to help stock our 
shelves for the Christmas 
Parade.  Worried that it’s 

obviously Halloween 
themed?  No problem.  We 
always need lots of candy to 

throw to the crowd at the 
Christmas Parade.  We’ll 

take whatever you are willing to donate! 

Poinsettia Sale   
 

Forms will be available from November 12th 
until November 26th.  You may purchase a 
Poinsettia to be placed in the sanctuary in 
memory or in honor of a loved one.  Make pay-
ment by placing in an offering envelope and 

mark on the front that it is for a Poinsettia and whom it is placed 
for or forms are available in the hospitality room.  ALSO, please 
mark if you are sponsoring a Poinsettia or if you plan on 
taking it home.  Please make sure to turn in any forms or mon-
ey by November 26th.  Cost is $5.00 each and may be taken home 
following the Christmas Eve service. 

Layden Wade Hickey 
is coming soon: December 5th is the 

due date!. 
 

You are invited to a baby shower 
November 5, 2017  

at 4 p.m. in the Margie Young Life Center.  
Kelsey is registered at Target and Walmart.com 

During the Sunday School hour on November 
5th, come and pre-plan your funeral service. 
Think through what elements of your funeral 
service would be most meaningful to you and 
your loved ones. Prepare your notes in advance and leave 
them with a loved one so that those that you love can focus 
on being together. This can be a gift to your loved ones as 
they walk through a time of death, and focus instead on prom-
ises of faith and resurrection - trusting that they have honored 
your heart in this last act of worship and faith. 
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There are not adequate words to share my enormous gratitude for all of 
the thoughts, prayers, and support of my mission trip to Tanzania,    
Africa. My time in Tanzania was full of glory sightings and God moments 
where I was able to see clearly God’s Spirit at work in the larger connec-
tion of our United Methodist Church. In conversations with seminarians, 
local pastors, and lay church members, I found that churches in America 
and Tanzania are far more similar than I first expected. Though our        
cultures and worship spaces may be very different, we all love Jesus and are 
seeking to follow Him as we build God’s kingdom of grace one step at a 
time. 
 
During the trip, we passed out nearly 70 Days for Girls kits and led two 
trainings to educate girls and women about health and hygiene. At the   
Emmanuel Center, a Methodist daycare center and primary school in 
Gamasara, I led a Bible story and activity time with the children. We read 
the story of Jesus in the temple as a boy and learned together that if Jesus 
prayed, worshipped, and taught others as a young child that means we can 
do those same things no matter our age. We also learned about four differ-
ent types of prayer (praise, intercession, petition, and thanksgiving), and we 
drew pictures to represent a prayer we had for each of those categories. 
Also, I had the opportunity to preach at Buhemda UMC, where adults   
welcomed me warmly and children taught me to dance and praise God 
with joy.  
 
Now that I am back stateside, I want to share once again how thankful I am 
for this church’s deep support of our missional effort in Tanzania. Togeth-
er, we raised $245 through the September 3rd communion offering to   
benefit the efforts of Wesley College. That amount almost fully covers a 
student’s yearly tuition cost. Our UMW helped sew, pack, and sponsor the 
Days for Girls kits we gave away. Many of you personally supported me 
with love offerings and prayers.  As time goes on, I look forward to sharing 
more stories about how I saw God at work in Tanzania. If you are interest-
ed in further supporting any of the partners I worked with during this   
mission trip, I’d be happy to discuss with you options for ongoing support. 
 
Your sister in Christ,  
Rev. Amanda Hartmann Westmoreland  

Francie with her Days for Girls kit 

Dance lessons from Joy 

Residents In Ministry group at the Serengeti 
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Toys Needed 
 
Toys for Tots is gearing up for Hardeman County this Christmas 
Season.  This is the only resource where families can get assis-
tance with gifts for their children so we are asking for everyone’s 
support. 
We will collect toys until December 3rd.  Please bring your  
donations of unwrapped, new toys to the church and leave in the 
designated box located in the Hospitality Room.  If you would like 
to make a monetary donation, please write “Toys for Tots” in the 
memo section of your check. 
 
If you would like to support the Reelfoot Toy Drive, you may 
take any donations of toys to Jackson First United Methodist 
Church before November 27th.  You may also send monetary 
donations made out to “Reelfoot Rural Ministries”. Mail those 
donations to Reelfoot Rural Ministries, 6923 Minnick-Elbridge Rd., 
Obion, TN  38240. 

Save the Date! 

 

Advent Procession 

December 3, 2017 
 

Amanda teaching at the Emmanuel Center 
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Hands & Feet 

 Fall Retreat @ 
Lakeshore is Nov. 10th – 
12th. Cost is $50. Registra-
tion and payment was due 
by Sunday, Oct. 22nd.  If you 
have not yet registered and 
would like to attend, con-

tact Amanda immediately. 
 Wednesday Night Youth Bible Study Small Groups. 

Regular programming continues through Nov. 8th. After regu-
lar programming ends, the youth will continue to meet for 
several weeks, including Nov. 15th and Nov. 29th.  Every 
Wednesday, dinner is served from 5:00-5:45 pm, small 
groups begin at 6:00 pm, and pick up is at 7:00 pm.   

 Save the date for next summer’s mission trips!  The Jr. 
High Mission Immersion is tentatively planned for May 29th-
31st. The Sr. High Mission Trip to Mountain T.O.P. is June 17th

-23rd.  Any adult volunteers interested in chaperoning these 
mission experiences, please contact Rev. Amanda.  

 

 

It’s almost time to close down operations at Hero Cen-
tral!!!  Wednesday programming continues through Nov. 8th.  
Dinner will be served every Wednesday between 5:00 and 5:45 
pm.  Our Bible lesson begins at 6 pm in Hero Central Headquar-
ters (in the children’s wing in the basement). There will be no 
Wednesday programming after Nov. 8th until next spring.  
Look out for other fun children’s ministry activities here in the 
Vine, in the weekly bulletin, and in the 1st Kids E-news. 
 
Parents, we need your help for a children’s ministry fun-raiser op-
portunity.  On Wednesday, November 1st, 1st Kids Children 
Ministry will host a church-wide dinner to celebrate All 
Saints Day.  All donations accepted at the meal will go towards 
funding future children’s ministry events.  Parents, please bring one 
bag of tortilla chips on or before Sunday, October 29th to help sup-
port this fundraiser meal.   
 
Remember the power of music and movies! Join 1st Kids at 
the movies on Sunday, November 26th as we take in the 
sounds and sights of the Disney Pixar film COCO! COCO tells 
the story of young, aspiring musician Miguel as he teams up with 
charming trickster Hector on an extraordinary journey through 
the Land of the Dead. We’ll plan to eat lunch at the church and 
travel to Jackson for an early matinee viewing.  Keep an eye on 
the 1st Kids E-news for more details closer to the event. 

United Methodist Men  
will meet on  

Monday, November 13th 
at 6:30 

All men are welcomed to  
bring a dish and join us!   

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 

All ladies of the church are  
invited to meet on  

Monday,  November 27th 
at 6:30.   

 

 

 

Food for Friends 

The Food for Friends ministry is 
changing to a pick-up ministry.  
Those receiving meals can pick 
them up from 9:30-10:15 on the 
Saturdays they prepare meals.  If 
you would like more information 
about the changes, please contact 
Chris Zaller. 
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Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday - November 21st  

at 7:00 a.m. 

Only $2.00 

Breakfast of eggs, bacon, biscuits,        
pancakes, grits, and more.  Come 
join us in the Life Center and 
start your day off right! 

Schedule for Service 
 
November 5 
Communion Steward: Jerry & Carla Wilhite 
Communion Servers: Boyette & Melissa Denton 
Ushers: George Mitchell, Gerald Shelton,  
 Bobby Myers, B.L. Bennett 
Liturgist: Marge Bennett 
Acolyte: Shelby Lax and Kerion Simpson  
Greeters: Danny DeBerry and Andy Shelton  
Prayer Chapel: Michelle Gooch 
Nursery: Adele Garrett and Melissa Denton 
Security Watch: Jackie Hickey and Boyette Denton 
Bank Counter: Bonnie Vickers 
 
November 12 
Ushers: Andy Shelton, Jesse Hall,  
 Frank Wilhite, Boyette Denton 
Liturgist: Jackie Hickey 
Greeters: Hunter Baird and Mike Hubbard 
Prayer Chapel: Marge Bennett 
Nursery: Ashley Jackson and Rachel Howell 
Security Watch: Steve Luthe and Larry Ross 
Bank Counter: Patsy Myers  
 
November 19 
Ushers: Chris Zaller, Jerry Wilhite,  
 Keith Raines, Rick Cody 
Liturgist: Carla Wilhite 
Greeters: Jim & Mollie Nuckolls 
Prayer Chapel: Hope Cody 
Nursery: Carol McKinnon and Leslie Hall 
Security Watch: Jerry Wilhite and Andy Shelton 
Bank Counter: Bonnie Johnson  
 
November 26 
Ushers: Nubbin Ross, Jeff Baker,  
 Harold Wilhite, Gregg Breeden 
Liturgist: Nancy Brint 
Greeters: March Gooch and Suzanne Rhea 
Prayer Chapel: Mary Frances Eastham 
Nursery: Melissa Denton and Beth Fortune 
Security Watch: George Brint and Rick Cody 
Bank Counter: Derald Smith  

REMINDER:  
Please remember to set 
your clocks back one hour 
Saturday night, November 
4th.  Daylight Saving Time 
ends at exactly 2:00 a.m. on 
November 5th. 



Information for the December issue 
of “The Vine” needs to be turned 

into the church office no later than:    
November 21st 

 

 

 

Keeping Us Connected 
 

Bolivar First Methodist Church 
218 W. Market St. 

Bolivar, TN  38008 
Website:  www.bolivarfirstumc.org 

Email:  office@bolivarfirstumc.org 

Phone:  731-658-5114  

Fax:  731-658-9112  

Worship  
Sunday Morning Worship: 9:30-10:30 

Sunday School: 10:45-11:45 
Office hours:  

Mon-Thurs 8:00am-3:00pm 
(closed for lunch) 

 

STAFF: 
Pastor: Dr. Angela Harris                                 

 609-5445                          pastor@bolivarfirstumc.org 
 

Associate Pastor of Family Life Ministries: 
 Rev. Amanda Hartmann Westmoreland 

901-483-3592              youth@bolivarfirstumc.org 
 

Director of Music: Richard McAnulty 

Office Administrator: Dawn Cody 

Facilities Manager: Paul Hickey 

Pianist: Christy Wilhite 

 

 

Lay Leadership: 

Lay Leader: LeAnne Shelton 

Staff-Parish Relations  Chair: Jeff Baker 

Finance Chair: Gem Mitchell 

Treasurer: Joe Cole 

Trustees Chair: Bob Vickers 

Administrative Council Chair: Chris Zaller 
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Here’s what’s going on this month: 

1st-5:00 Church-wide All Saints Meal 

11th-Methodist Men Stew Sale  

           10:00a.m.-12:00 UMW Bake Sale 

13th-6:30 United Methodist Men 

15th-5:00 Youth 

21st-7:00a.m. Prayer Breakfast 

26th-TBD Children going to see “Coco” 

27th-6:30 United Methodist Women 

29th-Youth 

Regular weekly meetings & events 

Sunday 9:30am Sunday Morning Worship 
  10:45 am Sunday School 
  6:00 Worship Broadcast on Channel 2 
 

Monday 8:00 AA Meeting 
 

Tuesday 6:00 Handbells 
  8:00 AA Study 
 

Wednesday  5:00 Children & Youth Snack Supper 
  5:00 Choir Practice 
  6:00 Bible Study for all ages 
   

Thursday 6:00 Boy Scouts 
 

Friday  8:00 AA Meeting 
 

Saturday 9:30a.m. Food for Friends (except for first Saturday) 

The church offices will be closed November 22-23  
in the observation of the Thanksgiving holiday. 


