
The Church in the Heart of Town, with the Town at Heart. 

The Vine 
September 2017 

4:00 p.m. September 10th  
@ Falcon Ridge Farms 

Bring a dish to complement BBQ and a lawn chair and 
join us for a great time of food, fun and fellowship. 
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1– Hope Cody 
2– Andy Wilson 
3– Keith Raines 
5– Debbie Searles 
6– Drew Denton 
     Adele Garrett 
8– Debra Walters 
9-  LeeEllen Ross 
10– Randall Rice 
15– Leah Nuckolls 
       Jackie Hickey 
18– Gerald Shelton 
       Hunter Baird 
       Bill Strope 
21– Christy Wilhite 
23– Noah Cody 
24– Angela Harris 
       Elizabeth Gentry 
27– Will Baker 
30-Ann Zaller 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
5–James & Martha Mitchell 
8-Ray & Mary Ellen Gilmer 
9– George & Glynda Mitchell 
10– Hunter & Sharon Baird 
21- Chris & Mallory Bell 
30– Jim & Leah Nuckolls 
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From the Pastor’s Heart 
 

 First Corinthians 3:6 shares that  - “I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one 
who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to 
the labor of each.” 
 
 In late August we baptized our tenth and eleventh souls into the 
story of grace. Eleven babies, children and adults have received God’s 
promises of purpose and salvation for their life, and journey of faith to 
date this calendar year. This is the most baptisms that have occurred in a 
single year since the early 1980’s. Our church baptismal records go back 
to 1984, and that was the last year that the church recorded this many 
baptisms in a single year. This year has the strongest statistic on souls 
reached for the kingdom of God in over twenty years.  
 
 This is a tremendous sign of spiritual health and growth in the 
body of the church. Baptisms and membership are some of the metrics 
that allow us to measure the Holy Spirit’s movement in and through us. 
These numbers are a gift from God, and are to be treasured and cele-
brated. Kingdom work is happening here in this season in and through us, 
and sometimes even, perhaps, in spite of us.  
 
 This spiritual harvest represents countless prayers offered, kind-
nesses shown, Sunday School lessons taught, worships experienced, and 
offers of friendship and relationship that have been extended and devel-
oped in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank-you to each member that has 
loved, volunteered and served our members and neighbors in the name 
of Jesus, and in the love of God.  
 
 I am so very proud of your hard work in evangelism, in missions 
and in ministry. Growth takes perseverance. It often takes moving out of 
your comfort zone. It often means leading and loving sacrificially. And it 
means enduring growing pains as we transition from what was, to what 
we will be in Jesus Christ.  
 
 Thank-you for being a church that is willing to grow in grace with 
Jesus. Thank-you for taking seriously the spiritual admonition to love 
God, and to love one’s neighbor. This season is a spiritual harvest that is 
in itself a gift from the Holy Spirit. In it’s own way, these numbers are a 
miracle. They are a gift of life, hope for the present, and possibilities for 
the future.  
 
Grace & peace, 
 
Dr. Angela Harris 
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Memorials have been given to the Memorial Fund in: 
†Memory of Bobby Stevens 
 By James & Martha Mitchell 
 By Margaret & Richard Ashworth 
 By Sue & Don Haberkost 
†Memory of Rosemary Denton 
 By Roxanne Wiggins 
 By Hunter & Sharon Baird 
 By Shirley Gilliam 
 By Vernon Ray & Marion Nuckolls 
 
Memorials have been given to Food for Friends in: 
†Memory of Roberta Bryant 
 By Robert & Linda Cross 
 By Marston & Becky Logan 
 By Cathy Frost 
†Memory of Rosemary Denton 
 By Cathy Frost 
 By Chris & Ann Zaller 
†Memory of Bobby Stevens 
 By Mary Frances Eastham  
 
 

Donations are $5 and all   
money received go to support 
UMW     missions world wide. 
Forms are available in the 
weekly Sunday bulletins. Please 
fill out the forms and turn in 
along with payments and turn 
them into any of the UMW 
leaders, Barbara Nuckolls,  
Carolyn Crowder, Linda   
Johnson or Ann Zaller no later 
than September 3rd. 

 

We are looking for a few, good 
Christians who love to pray! 
 
This year, we are introducing a pro-
gram to help disciple our youngest 
believers as they grow and learn on 
their own faith journey.  As a Prayer 
Partner, you could make an impact in 
a child’s life by praying for them, con-
necting with them during worship, 
and attending a few intergenerational 
events at church together over the 
next year.   
 
Think back to your childhood or 
when you first gave your heart to  
Jesus.  I’m sure we can all name at 
least a few adults outside of our fami-
ly members who helped us experi-
ence the love of God and learn what 
it meant to live as a disciple of Christ.  
While the details of those Sunday 
School lessons or conversations may 
have faded, the love and memory of 
the faithful men and women who 
have impacted us continue to live on 
in our hearts. 
 
Our hope is to pair each child 
touched by our 1st Kids’ Children 
Ministry with a Prayer Partner for the 
2016-2017 school year.  If you love 
Jesus and believe in the power of 
prayer and relationship, contact Rev. 
Amanda to find out more about the 
Prayer Partner program today. 
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A Big Thank you to Ray & 
Mary Ellen Gilmer and Falcon 
Ridge Farms.  Not only have 
they hosted our church family 
again for our annual church 
picnic at their beautiful farm.  
They have also provided the 
fresh flowers for the arrange-
ments during the summer 
months.  Thank you  for your 
generosity and your hospitali-
ty. 

Amanda’s Trip to Tanzania 
 
Many of you have asked about my upcoming  
mission trip to Tanzania September 19th – 
30th.  This mission trip is part of my required 
work towards ordination as a Resident in      
Ministry that will give me an opportunity to learn 
about missional partnerships with another    
Memphis Conference resident Rev. Eric Soard, 
who serves as an UMC General Board of Global 
Ministries missionary with his family in Tanzania, 
Africa.  While in Tanzania, our team will be involved with several different 
projects.  Some team members will be teaching local pastors at Wesley 
College, which is located in Mwanza and was founded by Rev. Soard in 
2017 to address the lack of access to higher education in Tanzania.  Other 
team members will teach local youth about how to live out their call as 
disciples of Jesus, educate young girls about health and hygiene through 
Days for Girls, and preach at Gamasara Methodist Church during    
worship. 
 
During the trip, my responsibilities will be to lead activities with the    
children at Emmanuel Center, a Methodist daycare center in Tarime.  
In our previous meeting, Rev. Soard has shared with me that many      
parents in Tanzania are so focused on helping their children survive to 
adolescence that they do not spend much time shepherding them in their 
faith journey.  Through a Bible story and crafts, I hope to share with the 
children at Emmanuel Center that prayer is not only for adults or for  
Sunday worship.  Prayer is for them to talk to God whenever they want 
or need.  During the trip, I’ll also be responsible for coordinating daily  
devotions for our mission team. 
 
Want to know how you can support our trip and mission effort?  I ask for 
your prayers for me and the mission team before, during, and after the 
trip.  Find out more about any of the ministry partners we will be serving 
with in Tanzania (ministry partners are in bold type above).  Give        
generously to the communion offering on September 3rd that will benefit 
the efforts of Wesley College.  And, above all else, pray that we will serve 

with the love of Christ and have 
hearts open to learning from the 
Tanzanians we will meet.  I look 
forward to sharing all about our 
mission trip when I return. 
 
Your sister in Christ,  
Rev. Amanda Hartmann  
 Westmoreland  

Some Members of the  
Tanzania 2017 Mission Team  



 After the buzzer 
sounds, 5th Quarter begins!  
Bolivar FUMC Youth is team-
ing up with 1st Baptist Student 
Ministry for an awesome 5th 
Quarter event on Friday, 
September 8th after the 

home BCHS football game against Harding Academy.  Details 
are still being planned by Rev. Amanda and Kyle Hutchinson, the 
Minister of Students/Activities at FBC.  Keep an eye on the 
youth e-news for more information coming soon! 

 Youth Parents’ Planning Meeting—Sunday, September 
10th at 11:45 am in the Lynn Warner Classroom.  Our main ob-
jective for this meeting will be discussing plans for the Summer 
2018 and Summer 2019 mission trips, but feel free to bring any 
ideas for youth events and Bible studies as well as any questions 
you may have.  

 Wednesday Night Youth Bible Study Small Groups. 
We’ll continue our ROOTED series in the beginning of Septem-
ber, and then evaluate how youth are responding to the small 
group format.  Look out in the youth e-news for what series will 
be next. Every Wednesday, dinner is served from 5:00-5:45 
pm, and small groups begin at 6 pm.  Junior High youth 
(students in 6th-8th grades) meet in the basement youth space, 
and Senior High youth (students in 9th-12th grades) meet in the 
3rd floor youth classroom. 

 Have you checked out our upcoming calendar of events in the 
youth e-news yet?  Be sure to take a look as you plan activities 
for your family this fall and winter to make sure you won’t miss 
out on all the fun youth group action! 
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Wednesday Nights are in full swing.  Our   
children, youth and volunteers will have a 
snack supper at 5:00 and Bible study opportu-
nities for all ages will begin at 6:00.  Adults are 
welcome to bring a meal and join in the       
fellowship. 
 
The adults will gather in the life center at 6:00 
as Dr. Harris leads us in Moses.  Join Adam 
Hamilton as he travels from Egypt to Mt. Sinai, 
the Nile, the Red Sea and the wilderness       
exploring the sites of Moses' life.  
 

The Sr. High youth will meet in the 3rd floor youth room and the Jr. 
High youth will meet in the basement youth room.  They will be led 
by various teachers as they discuss what it means to be Rooted in 
Christ. 
 
This fall, our kids will learn all about discovering their strength in 
God at HERO CENTRAL.  The children will meet downstairs for their 
Bible study time.   
 
If anyone would like to serve the children or youth this semester by 
teaching or helping in the classroom, please let Amanda know.   

During the month of September 
the UMW is collecting layette 
items for new parents in the 
Reelfoot area.  Place Newborn 
(0-3 mo) clothing, blankets,  
bottles, baby lotion, diaper rash 
ointment, disposable diapers, 
teething rings, etc. in the bin  
located in the Life Center     
under the UMW bulletin board. 

The UMW is hosting a potluck 
lunch on October 1st.  Meat 
will be provided but everyone is 
asked to bring a side dish or 
dessert. Mark your calendar to 
come and join us! 

United 
Methodist 
Women 
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Hands & Feet 
Grandparents Day is September 10th!  Come celebrate at the 
Church Picnic at Falcon Ridge Farms and make a small gift 
craft for your beloved grandparent.  Better yet, invite your grand-
parent to experience the fun at the farm and picnic with us.  See 
you there! 
 
Look for the launch of a new program in 1st Kids Children’s Min-
istry this September—Prayer Partners.  We all know that in-
tergenerational sharing is vital to the faith development of our 
youngest disciples.  The more adults children know outside of 
their immediate family who love the Lord, the more partners 
they will have as they grow and learn on their own faith journey.  
The plan is to launch this program in September, so be on the 
lookout for more information coming your way very soon! 
 
Please make these notes about 
our Wednesday Night program-
ming for children in September.  
Dinner will be served every Wednesday 
between 5:00 and 5:45 pm.  Our Bible lesson begins at 6 pm in 
Hero Central Headquarters (in the children’s wing in the base-
ment).  On September 20th and 27th, we will take a quick break 
from our superhero duties to go visit homebound church mem-
bers and friends with communion!  It is especially important on 
these special visit days that kids arrive at church no later than 
5:45 pm, so they don’t miss transportation for the communion 
visits.  

United Methodist Men  
will meet on  

Monday, September 11th 
at 6:30 

All men are welcomed to  
bring a dish and join us!   

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 

All ladies of the church are  
invited to meet on  

Monday,  September 25th 
at 6:30.   

 

 

 

Food for Friends 

This ministry feeds individuals 
every Saturday, except for the 
first, of every month.  This ministry 
is always needing those willing to 
deliver meals to shut-ins as well as 
plating meals and presenting     
devotionals and prayer for those 
who eat meals here in the Life 
Center. 

Hunters for the Hungry 
13th Annual  

Golf Tournament 
 Saturday, September 23, 2017 

8:00 Shotgun start 
 

Cost $75.00 per person or $300.00/team of four 
 

Cart, Green Fee, Range balls,  
Putting contest,  

Mulligan, Lunch and  
On-Course Refreshments 

 included!! 
Great hole in one prizes. 

 
Contact Larry Ross at 901-481-3556 for 

more information. 
Registration forms available at the church.    

 
All proceeds to help provide deer meat for the Loaves and 
Fishes Food Ministry.   
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Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday - September 19th  

at 7:00 a.m. 

Only $2.00 

Breakfast of eggs, bacon, biscuits,         
pancakes, grits, and more.  Come 
join us in the Life Center and 
start your day off right! 

Schedule for Service 
 
September 3 
Communion Servers: Ryan & Kasey Lax 
Ushers: George Mitchell, Gerald Shelton, 
  Bobby Myers, B.L. Bennett 
Liturgist: Boyette Denton 
Acolyte: Aiden Byrd and Mollie Nuckolls  
Greeters: James Mitchell and Bonnie Johnson 
Prayer Chapel: George Mitchell 
Nursery: Leah Nuckolls and Emma Cody 
Security Watch: Danny & Debbie DeBerry 
Bank Counter: Bonnie Vickers 
 
September 10 
Ushers: Andy Shelton, Jesse Hall,  
  Frank Wilhite, Boyette Denton 
Liturgist: Emma Cody 
Greeters: Ryan & Kasey Lax 
Prayer Chapel: Becky Ross 
Nursery: Adele Garrett and Beth Fortune 
Security Watch: Hunter & Sharon Baird 
Bank Counter: Patsy Myers  
 
September 17 
Ushers: Chris Zaller, Jerry Wilhite,  
  Henry Wilhite, Rick Cody 
Liturgist: Larry Ross 
Greeters: Chris & Mallory Bell 
Prayer Chapel: Joe Martin 
Nursery: Ashley Jackson and Dawn Cody 
Security Watch: Steve & Amy Robinson 
Bank Counter: Bonnie Johnson  
 
September 24 
Ushers: Jeff Baker, Harold Wilhite, Gregg Breeden 
Liturgist: LeAnne Shelton 
Greeters: Rick Cody 
Prayer Chapel: Mandy Baker 
Nursery: Carol McKinnon and Leah Nuckolls 
Security Watch: Wesley & Ashley Jackson 
Bank Counter: Derald Smith  

Tuesday afternoons  
at 6:00  

The Handbell Choir has   begun 
practices and are meeting down 
the basement hallway.  If you would 
like to join and learn how to play 
bells come join practice. 

Friday, September 15th join us in     
traveling to Jackson First UMC to  
enjoy lunch and a program by      
Dr. Larry Ray. The program begins at 
11:00 and Lunch is at 12:00. Cost is 
$7 per person 
Reservations must be made no later 
than September 11th.  Make your  
reservations by bringing $7 to the 
church office. 



Information for the October issue 
of “The Vine” needs to be turned 

into the church office no later than:    
September 20th 

 

 

 

Keeping Us Connected 
 

Bolivar First Methodist Church 
218 W. Market St. 

Bolivar, TN  38008 
Website:  www.bolivarfirstumc.org 

Email:  office@bolivarfirstumc.org 

Phone:  731-658-5114  

Fax:  731-658-9112  

Worship  
Sunday Morning Worship: 9:30-10:30 

Sunday School: 10:45-11:45 
Office hours:  

Mon-Thurs 8:00am-3:00pm 
(closed for lunch) 

 

STAFF: 
Pastor: Dr. Angela Harris                                 

 609-5445                          pastor@bolivarfirstumc.org 
 

Associate Pastor of Family Life Ministries: 
 Rev. Amanda Hartmann Westmoreland 

901-483-3592              youth@bolivarfirstumc.org 
 

Director of Music: Richard McAnulty 

Office Administrator: Dawn Cody 

Facilities Manager: Paul Hickey 

Pianist: Christy Wilhite 

 

 

Lay Leadership: 

Lay Leader: LeAnne Shelton 

Staff-Parish Relations  Chair: Jeff Baker 

Finance Chair: Gem Mitchell 

Treasurer: Joe Cole 

Trustees Chair: Bob Vickers 

Administrative Council Chair: Chris Zaller 
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Here’s what’s going on this month: 

8th-5th Qtr. Fellowship for Youth 

10th-11:45a.m. Youth Parent Meeting 

               4:00 Church Picnic @ Falcon Ridge Farms 

11th-6:30 United Methodist Men 

14th-5:00 UT Extension Canning Class 

15th-10:00a.m.  Senior Life Event 

19th-7:00a.m. Prayer Breakfast 

23rd-8:00a.m. Hunters for the Hungry Golf Tournament 

24th– TBD   Charge Conference 

25th-6:30 United Methodist Women 

 

Regular weekly meetings & events 

 

Sunday 9:30am Sunday Morning Worship 
  10:45 am Sunday School 
  6:00 Worship Broadcast on Channel 2 
 

Monday 8:00 AA Meeting 
 

Tuesday 6:00  Handbells 
  8:00 AA Study 
 

Wednesday  5:00 Children & Youth Snack Supper 
  5:00 Choir Practice 
  6:00 Bible Study for all ages 
 
Thursday 6:00  Boy Scouts 
   

Friday  8:00 AA Meeting 
 

Saturday 10:00a.m. Food for Friends (except for first Saturday) 
 


